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Stephanie Coßmann appointed to LANXESS 

Board of Management 

 
 Labor Director Rainier van Roessel to retire at the end of the 

year 

 HR and Legal group functions under new management 

 

Cologne – Change in the Board of Management at LANXESS: 

Stephanie Coßmann (46), currently head of the Human Resources 

group function, has been appointed by the Supervisory Board to 

become member of the Board of Management and Labor Director. 

Coßmann, who holds a doctorate in law, will take up her new position 

on January 1, 2020. She succeeds Rainier van Roessel (62), who will 

resign from the Board and retire at the end of the year. 

 

Paying tribute to van Roessel’s achievements, Chairman of the 

Supervisory Board Matthias Wolfgruber said: “13 years as Labor 

Director of LANXESS - that speaks for itself! Rainier van Roessel has 

skillfully helped shape the company over this long period. He has 

always been focused on objectivity, efficiency and collegial 

cooperation - both in his dealings with employees and in dialogue 

with negotiating partners and trade unions. Cooperation with the 

Supervisory Board was also characterized by fairness, mutual 

understanding and trust. On behalf of the entire Supervisory Board, I 

would like to express my sincere thanks to Mr. van Roessel and wish 

him all the best for his well-deserved retirement.” 

 

Rainier van Roessel joined Bayer in 1988 after completing his 

business studies and doctorate. In 2004, when LANXESS was 

established, he became head of the Rubber Chemicals business unit. 

In addition to this role, he was appointed Managing Director of 

LANXESS N.V. in Antwerp, Belgium, in 2006. Since 2007,  

van Roessel has been a member of the Board of Management and 

Labor Director of LANXESS AG. 
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Stephanie Coßmann studied law in Paris, France, and Muenster, 

Germany. After working as a lawyer for several years, she joined 

LANXESS in 2004. Here she was responsible for setting up the 

processes and structures required in a listed company in various 

areas and held various management positions in the Legal and 

Internal Audit group functions. From 2014, she headed the General 

Law department in the Legal and Compliance group function. Since 

July 1, 2017, she has been head of the Human Resources group 

function, which she and her team have completely realigned. 

 

Matthias Zachert: “In recent years, I have come to know  

Stephanie Coßmann as an absolutely reliable, experienced and 

competent colleague. I am looking forward to an even closer 

cooperation with her and extend a warm welcome to her to the Board 

of Management.” 

 

New management for HR and Legal group functions 

 

Katja Conner (51), currently Senior Director HR EMEA at U.S. 

chemicals company Celanese, will succeed Stephanie Coßmann as 

head of Human Resources. 

 

Katja Conner studied law in Heidelberg after completing her training 

as a foreign language correspondent. Her professional career took 

her through several positions in the personnel department at Hoechst 

AG and later the Celanese Group. 

 

Jochen Schroer (63), who has been head of the Legal and 

Compliance group function for many years, will also retire on 

December 31, 2019. His successor will be Markus Lehner (48), 

currently head of Compliance & Corporate Audit at LANXESS. 

 

After having studied law, Jochen Schroer worked in academic 

research, followed by an assignment in the Central Staff of the 

Management Board of former WestLB. He joined the legal 

department of Bayer AG in 1988. In 1994, he became head of the 



 

LANXESS AG 

Contact: 

Claus Zemke 

Head of Corporate Communications 

50569 Cologne 

Germany 

 

Phone +49 221 8885-2666 

claus.zemke@lanxess.com 

 

Page 3 of 5 

News Release 

legal department of the affiliate Haarmann & Reimer GmbH. In 2002, 

Schroer came back to Leverkusen, where he took over as head of 

the legal department of the newly founded Bayer Chemicals AG. In 

this position, he was closely involved in the founding of LANXESS, 

conducting contract negotiations regarding the spin-off from Bayer 

AG. Since 2005, he has headed the legal department of LANXESS, 

and since 2014 also Compliance & Corporate Audit, Corporate 

Security as well as Country & Agency Management. 

 

After studying law, Markus Lehner worked in the legal department of 

Bayer AG before joining LANXESS in 2004. Here he was responsible 

for the legal support of several business and corporate divisions. In 

2009, he took over the management of international M&A projects in 

the Mergers and Acquisitions group function. Since 2014, Lehner has 

been head of Compliance, Policies, Data Protection and Corporate 

Audit in the Legal and Compliance group function. 

 

Zachert: “Jochen Schroer is an outstanding and versatile lawyer who 

has played a key role in our success since LANXESS was founded. 

He was an important advisor to me and the entire company in many 

situations. I am very grateful to him.”  

 

“I would like to thank Markus Lehner for his work to date. On behalf of 

the entire Board of Management I wish him every success and all the 

best in his new role. I warmly welcome Katja Conner on board of 

LANXESS,” said Zachert. 
 

 

LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 7.2 billion in 

2018. The company currently has about 15,500 employees in 33 countries and is 

represented at 60 production sites worldwide. The core business of LANXESS is the 

development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical intermediates, additives, 

specialty chemicals and plastics. LANXESS is listed in the leading sustainability indices 

Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and Europe) and FTSE4Good. 

 

Cologne,  December 11, 2019 
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Forward-Looking Statements 

This company release contains certain forward-looking statements, including 

assumptions, opinions, expectations and views of the company or cited from third party 

sources. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could cause 

the actual results, financial position, development or performance of LANXESS AG to 

differ materially from the estimations expressed or implied herein. LANXESS AG does 

not guarantee that the assumptions underlying such forward-looking statements are free 

from errors nor does it accept any responsibility for the future accuracy of the opinions 

expressed in this presentation or the actual occurrence of the forecast developments. No 

representation or warranty (expressed or implied) is made as to, and no reliance should 

be placed on, any information, estimates, targets and opinions, contained herein, and no 

liability whatsoever is accepted as to any errors, omissions or misstatements contained 

herein, and accordingly, no representative of LANXESS AG or any of its affiliated 

companies or any of such person's officers, directors or employees accept any liability 

whatsoever arising directly or indirectly from the use of this document. 

 

Information for editors: 

All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 

http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 

LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. 

 

You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry in our WebMagazine at 

http://webmagazine.lanxess.com. 

 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin and YouTube: 

http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS 

http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 

http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 

http://press.lanxess.com/
http://photos.lanxess.com/
http://webmagazine.lanxess.com/
http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess
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Rainier van Roessel will resign 

from the LANXESS Board of 

Management and retire at the 

end of 2019.  
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Stephanie Coßmann, currently 

head of the Human Resources 

group function, was appointed by 

the Supervisory Board as a 

member of the Executive Board 

and Labor Director effective 

January 1, 2020.  
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