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New study: LANXESS disinfectant kills 

coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 in just 60 seconds 
 

 Efficacy of Rely+On Virkon scientifically proven 

 Proven to protect against the COVID-19 virus  

 

Cologne – Rely+On Virkon broad spectrum disinfectant, produced by 

specialty chemicals company LANXESS, demonstrates extremely 

rapid efficacy against the SARS-CoV-2 virus. 

 

This is the finding of a recent study LANXESS commissioned through 

independent analysis laboratory Microbac Laboratories, Inc. in 

accordance with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

compliant test methods, for products intended for virucidal hard 

surface disinfection. Rely+On Virkon achieved rapid and complete 

inactivation of the SARS-CoV-2 virus at a dilution ratio of 1:100 in just 

60 seconds. 

 

Corresponding efficacy data has to be provided for disinfectants that 

claim to combat SARS-CoV-2. Microbac is one of the few testing 

laboratories worldwide that U.S. health authority CDC (Center for 

Disease Control) has certified to undertake such tests. 

 

Good hygienic cleaning and disinfection practices more 

important than ever 

 

“Neither a vaccine nor generally approved medications are currently 

available to us in the fight against the global coronavirus pandemic.  

So alongside social distancing and hand-washing, disinfection 

remains a highly important means to help prevent the spread of this 

life-threatening respiratory illness,” says Anneliese Bischof, Business 

Director Disinfection at LANXESS. “Right now, good hygiene 

cleaning and disinfection practices are more important than ever. The 
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fact that Rely+On Virkon inactivates SARS-CoV-2 so quickly will help 

reassure people that the disinfectant product they are using is both 

fast and effective in practical use,” underlines Bischof. 

 

Rely+On Virkon is a powder disinfectant concentrate diluted in water 

for application as a spray on hard surfaces and equipment (non-

medical). It can therefore help to reduce the risk of cross-

contamination from surfaces, door handles, tables or chairs during 

disinfection measures at public transport terminals, airports, 

hospitals, clinics, shopping malls, etc. 

 

The LANXESS Material Protection Products business unit produces a 

wide range of scientifically based disinfection technologies under the 

Rely+On and Virkon brand. Detailed information is available at 

http://www.virkon.com and https://coronavirus.lanxess.com/. 

 

*Press release changed on September 3, 2020. 
 

LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 6.8 billion in 

2019. The company currently has about 14,300 employees in 33 countries. The core 

business of LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical 

intermediates, additives, specialty chemicals and plastics. LANXESS is listed in the 

leading sustainability indices Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and Europe) 

and FTSE4Good. 

 

Cologne,  July 29, 2020 

kaw  (2020-00057e) 

 

 

Forward-Looking Statements 

This company release contains certain forward-looking statements, including 

assumptions, opinions, expectations and views of the company or cited from third party 

sources. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could cause 

the actual results, financial position, development or performance of LANXESS AG to 

differ materially from the estimations expressed or implied herein. LANXESS AG does 

not guarantee that the assumptions underlying such forward-looking statements are free 

from errors nor does it accept any responsibility for the future accuracy of the opinions 

expressed in this presentation or the actual occurrence of the forecast developments. No 

representation or warranty (expressed or implied) is made as to, and no reliance should 

be placed on, any information, estimates, targets and opinions, contained herein, and no 

liability whatsoever is accepted as to any errors, omissions or misstatements contained 

herein, and accordingly, no representative of LANXESS AG or any of its affiliated 

companies or any of such person's officers, directors or employees accept any liability 

http://www.virkon.com/
https://coronavirus.lanxess.com/
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whatsoever arising directly or indirectly from the use of this document. 

 

Information for editors: 

All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 

http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 

LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. 

 

You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry in our WebMagazine at 

http://webmagazine.lanxess.com. 

 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin and YouTube: 

http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS 

http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 

http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 

 

 

Images 
 

 
Rely+On Virkon combines application flexibility with broad spectrum 

efficacy, on hard surfaces, and in the face of organic challenge. 

These qualities make the LANXESS product an excellent disinfectant 

for use in medical facilities, pathology and biosafety containment 

laboratories, treatment salons and residential homes. 

Photo: LANXESS AG 

https://lanxess.com/en/Media/Press-Releases
http://photos.lanxess.com/
http://webmagazine.lanxess.com/
http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess
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Rely+On Virkon is diluted for application and sprayed on hard 

surfaces and equipment. It can therefore help to reduce the risk of 

cross-contamination from surfaces, door handles, tables or chairs 

during disinfection measures at public transport terminals, airports, 

hospitals, clinics, shopping malls, etc. Rely+On Virkon high level 

disinfectant achieved rapid and complete inactivation of the SARS-

CoV-2 virus at a 1:100 dilution rate in just 60 seconds!  

Photo: LANXESS AG 

 

 
LANXESS produces a wide range of scientifically based biocide 

technologies under the Virkon as well as Rely+On Virkon brand. 

Rely+On Virkon has been developed specifically for use in the Human 

Health market sector and, as such, has been tested and proven 

effective against disease-causing pathogens of specific concern to 

human health. Photo: LANXESS AG 


