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LANXESS and TotalEnergies to cooperate on 
sustainable styrene 
 
 Biocircular styrene based on tall oil 
 Target 2050: Fully climate-neutral raw materials 

 
Cologne/Paris, January 4, 2023 - Specialty chemicals company 
LANXESS and French energy group TotalEnergies have entered into 
a cooperation on the supply of biocircular styrene. Unlike 
conventional styrene, the raw material used by TotalEnergies is 
based on tall oil, which is derived from a tree resin and is a by-
product of pulp production. LANXESS uses the styrene to produce 
sustainable ion exchange resins. These products are applied 
primarily in the treatment of wastewater and chemical process flows 
as well as in the food industry. 
 
The sustainable origin of the styrene is certified in accordance with 
the mass balance approach of the ISCC PLUS standard 
(“International Sustainability and Carbon Certification”). Under mass 
balance approach, the certified and non-certified materials are mixed 
physically, but kept separately on a book keeping basis. This method 
allows companies to document and track the sustainable materials 
through the complex production process and ensures the full 
tracibility through the entire supply chain. The ISCC PLUS 
certification of the styrene is an important requirement, as LANXESS 
offers its products in accordance with this certification standard as 
well and therefore relies on the same transparency for its raw 
materials. 
 
“Our customers are increasingly asking for sustainable solutions, and 
raw materials with a low carbon footprint are a key lever here. By 
partnering with TotalEnergies, we can further expand the respective 
offering for our customers,” says Marcel Beermann, Head of Global 
Procurement & Logistics at LANXESS.  
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“We are pleased to form this partnership with LANXESS, which 
demonstrates TotalEnergies’ ability to offer sustainable products to its 
customers, helping them reduce their carbon footprint. This is a 
perfect illustration of the orientation taken by the Refining and 
Chemicals branch of TotalEnergies to develop lower carbon intensity 
products, in line with TotalEnergies’ Climate Ambition to get to Net 
Zero emissions by 2050, together with society,” declares Jean-
François Renglet, Vice President Marketing Base Chemicals Division 
at Total Refining and Chemicals.  
 
In addition to styrene, the specialty chemicals company already 
sources many other sustainable equivalents of fossil raw materials. 
Biocircular acrylonitrile is used for another type of ion exchange 
resins. The preservative Preventol is also available with various fatty 
acid mixtures based on sunflower oil. Prepolymers under the 
Adiprene Green brand contain starch-based polyether polyols. The 
intermediate Trimethylpropane Scopeblue consists of about half 
sustainable N-butylaldehyde. The composite Tepex Scopeblue is 
based on flax and polylactic acid. And the high-performance plastic 
Durethan Scopeblue uses biocircular cyclohexane and waste glass. 
 
Goal: climate-neutral along the entire value chain 
 
In August of last year, LANXESS announced its plan to make its 
upstream and downstream supply chains climate-neutral by 2050 
(Scope 3). This includes indirectly generated emissions, particularly 
in purchased raw materials, but also in logistics and end products. 
For direct emissions in production (Scope 1) and energy sources 
(Scope 2), LANXESS had already set a target three years ago of 
being climate neutral by 2040.  
 
The renowned Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi) had previously 
confirmed that LANXESS’s climate targets are in line with the Paris 
Climate Agreement.  
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To achieve its Scope 3 targets, LANXESS has launched the Net Zero 
Value Chain Program. One pillar of the program is the increased 
sourcing of sustainable raw materials that are bio-based, originate 
from a recycling process or are produced with renewable energy. 
LANXESS is also pursuing plans for “green” logistics and a growing 
portfolio of climate-neutral products. 
 
LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 6.1 billion in 
2021. The company currently has about 13,200 employees in 33 countries. The core 
business of LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical 
intermediates, additives and consumer protection products.LANXESS is listed in the 
leading sustainability indices Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and Europe) 
and FTSE4Good. 
 
 
Forward-Looking Statements 
This company release contains certain forward-looking statements, including 
assumptions, opinions, expectations and views of the company or cited from third party 
sources. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could cause 
the actual results, financial position, development or performance of LANXESS AG to 
differ materially from the estimations expressed or implied herein. LANXESS AG does 
not guarantee that the assumptions underlying such forward-looking statements are free 
from errors, nor does it accept any responsibility for the future accuracy of the opinions 
expressed in this presentation or the actual occurrence of the forecast developments. No 
representation or warranty (expressed or implied) is made as to, and no reliance should 
be placed on, any information, estimates, targets and opinions contained herein, and no 
liability whatsoever is accepted as to any errors, omissions or misstatements contained 
herein, and accordingly, no representative of LANXESS AG or any of its affiliated 
companies or any of such person's officers, directors or employees accepts any liability 
whatsoever arising directly or indirectly from the use of this document. 
 
 
Information for editors: 
All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 
http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 
LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. 
 
You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry under 
https://lanxess.com/en/Media/Stories. 
 
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube: 
http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS 
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 
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