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REMINISCENT  
OF AMERICA
The City of Augsburg is gradually converting the district 
with  former US army military barracks to serve a new 
 purpose: The  Kobelcenter-Süd urban development district 
is to  become home to an area of residential and commercial 
buildings. The concept for the redesigning and extending of 
the area in the  Kobelcenter-Süd district creates its own iden-
tity with the  positioning of sculptural “Stars”. The “Stars” 
are a reminder of the area’s extended period of use and 
the  cultural impact made by its American residents. They 
 contain elements of American landscapes and legends con-
trast that with the use of the area as a functional residential 
and commercial district.

The entrance to the new district is at an intersection be-
tween two main streets. At the heart of this plaza is an 
 extensive, star-shaped seating- and recreational-sculpture 
called the “Urban Star”. This sculpture, which is made from 
colored concrete blocks, is a meeting point that invites and 
encourages visitors to linger. The “Urban Star” also serves 
as a link between the barracks area and the urban space. 



The block-like structure of the cubes and the 
neon colors of the concrete surfaces make formal 
 reference to typical downtown areas in the west of 
the USA. The team at the Berlin architectural firm 
 ANNABAU Architektur und Landschaft GmbH 
planned and completed the “Urban Star” as a 
light sculpture. The structure is designed to last 
for a long time; the decision was therefore taken 
to use inorganic pigments which retain a  stable 
color for several decades and defy the wind and 
weather conditions. 

The majority of the one hundred and eighty-nine 
blocks are made from through-colored concrete 
in anthracite, red, yellow and blue. Twenty-four 
of the blocks have been produced by LUCEM 
GmbH and are made from anthracite-colored 
 translucent  concrete with colored LED interior 
lights. In  daylight, the colored concrete cubes 
dominate the scene and invite visitors to linger. 
As the colored concrete cubes lose their effect 
with the onset of dusk, the light-transmitting 
cubes are starting to  illuminate from within in the 

three  primary colors of red,  yellow and blue. The 
blocks have dimensions of 84 x 84 cm, and due 
to the sloping topography of the  plaza, a height 
from 14 cm up to a  maximum of 60 cm above the 
ground. The surfaces of the concrete cubes have 
a  gently sloping pyramid structure, meaning that 
no water remains on their surfaces, and the risk of 
ice  forming in the winter is low. Together with the 
concrete cubes, the paving of the square in light 
gray concrete paving stones results in a uniform 
and seamless joint pattern.

THE “URBAN STAR” SCULPTURE – COLORED AND ILLUMINATED CONCRETE BLOCKS



LOCATION
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BUILDER-OWNER
Wohnbaugruppe Augsburg

ARCHITECT
ANNABAU Architektur und Landschaft GmbH 

CONSTRUCTION YEAR
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 PIGMENTS
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Bayferrox® 130 Light Blue G 2828Bayferrox® 330 Bayferrox® 920



WHAT IS 
COLORED CONCRETE WORKS®?

More publicity for colored concrete.
Colored Concrete Works® is a LANXESS initiative for more color in archi-
tecture which aims to present the versatility and aesthetic properties of 
concrete colored with Bayferrox® pigments to an interested professional 
audience.

Colored Concrete Works® is designed as a series of case studies docu-
menting the use of colored concrete in international construction projects. 
It is accompanied by forums and workshops that provide a platform for 
architects, construction managers and building companies to exchange 
ideas and discuss the possibilities of coloring concrete with pigments.



LANXESS Deutschland GmbH 
Business Unit Inorganic Pigments 
Rheinuferstraße 7–9
47829 Krefeld 
Germany

www.bayferrox.com
www.colored-concrete-works.com

Health and Safety Information 
Appropriate literature has been assembled which provides information concerning the health and safety precautions that must be observed when handling the 
LANXESS products mentioned in this publication. For materials mentioned which are not LANXESS products, appropriate industrial hygiene and other safety 
precautions recommended by their manufacturers should be followed. Before working with any of these products, you must read and become familiar with the 
available information on their hazards, proper use and handling. This cannot be overemphasized. Information is available in several forms, e.g. material safety 
data sheets, product information and product labels. Consult your LANXESS representative in Germany, or contact the Regulatory Affairs and Product Safety 
Department of LANXESS Germany or – for business in the USA – the LANXESS Regulatory Affairs and Product Safety Department in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Regulatory Compliance Information
Some of the end uses of the products described in this publication must comply with applicable regulations, such as those of the FDA, BfR, NSF, USDA and 
CPSC. If you have any questions on the regulatory status of these products, please consult your LANXESS representative in Germany, or contact the Regulatory 
Affairs and Product Safety Department of LANXESS Germany or – for business in the USA – your LANXESS Corporation representative, the LANXESS Regula-
tory Affairs Manager in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The manner in which you use and the purpose to which you put and utilize our products, technical assistance 
and information (whether verbal, written or by way of production evaluations), including any suggested formulations and recommendations, are beyond our 
control. The same applies to suggested formulations and recommendations. Therefore, it is imperative that you test our products, technical assistance and 
information to determine to your own satisfaction whether they are suitable for your intended uses and applications. This application-specific analysis must at 
least include testing to determine suitability from a technical as well as a health, safety and environmental standpoint. Such testing has not necessarily been 
done by us. Unless we otherwise agree in writing, all products are sold strictly pursuant to the terms of our General Conditions of Sale and Delivery. All infor-
mation and technical assistance is given without guarantee and is subject to change without notice. It is expressly understood and agreed that you assume 
and hereby expressly release us from all liability, in tort, contract or otherwise, incurred in connection with the use of our products, technical assistance and 
information. Any statement or recommendation not contained in this brochure is unauthorized and shall not bind us. Nothing herein shall be construed as a 
recommendation to use any product in conflict with industrial property rights such as patents covering any material or its use. No license is implied or in fact 
granted under the claims of industrial property rights such as patents.
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HOW CAN WE HELP 
YOUR BUSINESS?
Get in contact with us.


