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Virkon S turns 40!  
Disinfectant successfully used for four decades in stable 
hygiene and disease control  
 
Cologne, March 11, 2026 – Four decades of service to animal 
health: Virkon S from LANXESS celebrates its anniversary! Since its 
market launch in 1986, the specialty chemicals company’s 
disinfectant has established itself as the standard in livestock 
biosecurity, promoting animal health and combating animal diseases 
worldwide. 

Its track record is impressive: Virkon S has been tested effective on 
over 230 microorganisms. This includes more than 100 virus strains 
in 34 virus families, more than 90 bacterial strains, and over 40 fungal 
and yeast strains. In recent decades, the product has been used 
successfully to contain Avian Influenza, African Swine Fever, 
Vesicular Swine Disease, and Foot-and-Mouth Disease, among 
others.  

Virkon S also enjoys a high level of trust at the government level 
worldwide. Authorities in numerous countries have included it in their 
programs as the disinfectant of choice in their emergency plans for 
combating animal diseases outbreaks. 

Produced in Sudbury, UK, Virkon S is currently available in over 80 
countries. This is because LANXESS has continuously obtained 
further approvals for the product – both in terms of the countries in 
which it is distributed and the areas of application, i.e., the animal 
diseases it can be used to combat. 

A key advantage of Virkon S is its fast action: The broad-spectrum 
virucidal disinfectant kills viruses and bacteria within seconds or 
minutes.  

The product is also easy to use and highly versatile, with approvals 
for a wide range of applications supporting critical animal hygiene 
activities. In many markets, it is approved for the disinfection of 
animal drinking water. It helps farmers to maintain daily hygiene, and 
to respond quickly to sudden disease outbreaks.  
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“Celebrating its 40th anniversary, Virkon S continues to offer a 
proven and broad-spectrum effectiveness. Our mission remains 
unchanged: We want to safeguard animal health and support 
livestock producers to overcome biosecurity challenges”, says 
Stefanie Gschwandner, Head of Market Segment LANXESS 
Biosecurity Solutions. “We aim to effectively combat current and 
future disease outbreaks and prevent their spread”. 
 

Further information is available at ▷ Virkon® S  
Use biocides safely. Always read the label and product information 
before use. 

 
LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 6.4 billion in 2024. 
The company currently has about 11,800 employees in 32 countries. The core business of 
LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical intermediates, 
additives and consumer protection products. LANXESS has achieved leading positions in 
the Dow Jones Best-in-Class Index and the MSCI ESG and ISS ESG ratings, among 
others, for its commitment to sustainability. 
 
Disclaimer 
This information and our technical advice – whether verbal, in writing or by way of trials – 
is subject to change without notice and given in good faith but without warranty or 
guarantee, express or implied, and this also applies where proprietary rights of third 
parties are involved. Our advice does not release you from the obligation to verify the 
information currently provided - especially that contained in our safety data and technical 
information sheets - and to test our products as to their suitability for the intended 
processes and uses. The application, use and processing of our products and the 
products manufactured by you on the basis of our technical advice are beyond our 
control and, therefore, entirely your own responsibility. Our products are sold in 
accordance with the current version of our General Conditions of Sale and Delivery. 
 
Information for editors:  
All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 
http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 
LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. 
 
You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry at 
http://lanxess.com/en/Media/Stories.   
 
Follow us on X (Twitter), Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube: 
http://www.x.com/lanxess 
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 

https://lanxess.com/de-de/produkte/marken/virkon-s
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