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Case Study 
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THE REVIVAL OF A FORGOTTEN AREA 

On an old abandoned mine site, an impressive symbiosis 
of color and architecture brings new life to one of the most 
underdeveloped areas in Hungary: the landscape museum 
„Rudapithecus Spectacle“, located in the Felsőtelekes region 
on the outskirts of the Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén district. 
 
Planned by renowned architect Zsolt Vasaros, the towering 
monoliths made from red colored concrete with their impres-
sive, timeless appearance build on the regional character of 
the old Rudabánya iron mines.

The idea behind the construction has its roots in the discovery 
of “Rudapithecus”, a 6 –10 million-year-old hominid whose 
remains were found inside the mine in 1965. It took until 2011 
that the decision was made to revive this area with an exhibition 
building showcasing the habitat of Rudapithecus. The exhibits 
are protected from external influences by the reinforced con-
crete construct.

Further connecting elements, such as an observation tower 
and a roofed pathway, help visitors discover the unique outdoor 
museum.
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A TRIBUTE TO NATURE AND HERITAGE

For the construction’s coloring, red iron oxid pigments of 
the Bayferrox® product range were chosen. They are remi­
niscent of the iron ore which was mined here, and which still 
can be found in the soil. In this way, architect Zsolt Vasaros 
subtly evokes the historical background of this area.

In its visual appearance, the Rudapithecus Látványtár also 
symbolizes the era of the industrial revolution and creates a 
special relationship with the environment through the choice 
of color. The interplay of industrial legacy and ancient natural 
history creates a unique backdrop, taking museum visitors 
on a fascinating time travel.



CONNECTING PAST AND FUTURE  
WITH THE PERFECT COLOR

The earthy, weathered apprearance of the colored concrete  
perfectly captures the rich history of the region. Thus, the archi-
tecture unites past and modern times, and creates a building 
in harmony with its surroundings.

The team around architect Dr. Zsolt Vasaros is aiming for a clear 
goal: to link the natural, the industrial and the cultural heritage 
to present architecture. The project offers a unique opportunity 
to enable a successful synergy effect. 

The interaction of the different epochs that shape the region 
is reinforced by the museum‘s architecture, adding up to a 
harmonious picture of a unique cultural landscape.



AN UNUSUAL ARCHITECT  
FOR AN UNUSUAL PROJECT

Dr. Zsolt Vasaros, born 1973 in Tapolca/Hungary, studied 
architecture, Egyptology and archeology. Due to this unusual 
combination, the Hungarian was in great demand from 
the beginning of his career. Projects of all kinds, at differ­
ent locations like Egypt, Syria, Iraq, but also Hungary and 
Germany, draw his vita. 

Since 2000, Vasaros is working as a manager of the Namer 
Architecture Studio and since 2003 is professor for archi­
tecture at the university of Budapest.

The Rudapithecus project started in 2011 and has been 
­finalized in 2015. It has been finalized in 2015. It is the 
combination of architecture and archeology. It is the fascina­
tion of the combination of different periods of time realized 
by architect Zsolt Vasaros.



PROJECT DATA

LOCATION 

Felsotelekes,Hungary

ARCHITECT 

Dr. Zsolt Vasaros

PROJECT PARTNERS 

Narmer Építészeti Stúdió / 
BUTE Doctory Scool of Architetc

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD 

April 2011 – March 2015

AMOUNT OF CONCRETE 

1570 m³

AMOUNT OF PIGMENT 

ca. 5,670 kg

BAYFERROX® 130 

in white cement
FORM SUPPLIED 

Powder

PIGMENTS



More publicity for colored concrete.

Colored Concrete Works® is a LANXESS initiative for more 
color in architecture which aims to present the versatility 
and aesthetic properties of concrete colored with Bayferrox® 
pigments to an interested professional audience.

Colored Concrete Works® is designed as a series of case 
studies documenting the use of colored concrete in inter­
national construction projects. It is accompanied by forums 
and workshops that provide a platform for architects, 
construction managers and building companies to exchange 
ideas and discuss the possibilities of coloring concrete with 
pigments.

WHAT IS 
COLORED CONCRETE WORKS®?



HOW CAN WE HELP 
YOUR BUSINESS?

GET IN CONTACT WITH US

Health and Safety Information 
Appropriate literature has been assembled which provides information concerning the health and safety precautions that must be observed when han-
dling the LANXESS products mentioned in this publication. For materials mentioned which are not LANXESS products, appropriate industrial hygiene 
and other safety precautions recommended by their manufacturers should be followed. Before working with any of these products, you must read and 
become familiar with the available information on their hazards, proper use and handling. This cannot be overemphasized. Information is available in 
several forms, e.g. material safety data sheets, product information and product labels. Consult your LANXESS representative in Germany, or contact 
the Regulatory Affairs and Product Safety Department of LANXESS Germany or – for business in the USA – the LANXESS Regulatory Affairs and 
Product Safety Department in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Regulatory Compliance Information
Some of the end uses of the products described in this publication must comply with applicable regulations, such as those of the FDA, BfR, NSF, USDA 
and CPSC. If you have any questions on the regulatory status of these products, please consult your LANXESS representative in Germany, or contact 
the Regulatory Affairs and Product Safety Department of LANXESS Germany or – for business in the USA – your LANXESS Corporation representative, 
the LANXESS Regulatory Affairs Manager in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The manner in which you use and the purpose to which you put and utilize our 
products, technical assistance and information (whether verbal, written or by way of production evaluations), including any suggested formulations and 
recommendations, are beyond our control. The same applies to suggested formulations and recommendations. Therefore, it is imperative that you test 
our products, technical assistance and information to determine to your own satisfaction whether they are suitable for your intended uses and applica-
tions. This application-specific analysis must at least include testing to determine suitability from a technical as well as a health, safety and environmental 
standpoint. Such testing has not necessarily been done by us. Unless we otherwise agree in writing, all products are sold strictly pursuant to the terms 
of our General Conditions of Sale and Delivery. All information and technical assistance is given without guarantee and is subject to change without 
notice. It is expressly understood and agreed that you assume and hereby expressly release us from all liability, in tort, contract or otherwise, incurred 
in connection with the use of our products, technical assistance and information. Any statement or recommendation not contained in this brochure is 
unauthorized and shall not bind us. Nothing herein shall be construed as a recommendation to use any product in conflict with industrial property rights 
such as patents covering any material or its use. No license is implied or in fact granted under the claims of industrial property rights such as patents. 
	  
Bayferrox® is a registered trademark of Bayer AG, Leverkusen, Germany.
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