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LANXESS doubles capacity for high-purity benzyl 
alcohol in North America  
 

• Significant capacity expansion at Kalama site successfully 

completed  

• Use in pharmaceutical, consumer care and food applications  

 

Cologne, May 25, 2023 – Special chemicals company LANXESS 

has doubled its production capacity for benzyl alcohol at its site in 

Kalama/Washington, USA, to support the growth of its established 

customer base in the Americas. The capacity expansion is the result 

of various technical upgrades. 

 

 “With our innovative purification process, LANXESS is the world’s 

leading producer of benzyl alcohol. The Kalama site now serves as 

the central hub in our global plant network of four sites producing 

high-purity benzyl alcohol”, said Holger Hueppeler, Head of 

LANXESS’ business unit Flavors & Fragrances. “By doubling 

Kalama’s production capacity we can provide fast international 

deliveries and offer a resilient supply chain that can cope with 

increasing geopolitical uncertainties.”  

 

Three grades for a wide range of applications 

 

Benzyl alcohol is used as preservative, solvent, fragrance fixative and 

intermediate and is highly valued due to its low volatility and low 

toxicity. The colorless liquid with a pleasant, mild aroma is suitable for 

all customer needs. The parenteral grade has a purity of 99.9 

percent, ensuring the highest quality for pharmaceutical products 

such as preservatives for injection solutions. The NF/FCC grade, 

given to chemicals that meet the requirements of the United States 

National Formulary (NF) and the Food Chemicals Codex (FCC), is an 

effective, high purity preservative for personal care products and 

cosmetics. The stable odor profile is beneficial in the production of 

fragrances and food flavorings. It can also be used as a solvent in 
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technical applications. The technical grade benzyl alcohol is an 

excellent solvent and starting material in chemical synthesis.  

 

LANXESS also produces benzyl alcohol at its sites in Krefeld-

Uerdingen (Germany), Botlek (Netherlands) and Nagda (India).  

 

About LANXESS’ business unit Flavors & Fragrances  

 

The LANXESS business unit Flavors & Fragrances develops and 

produces the world’s broadest portfolio of fragrances and flavors, 

preservatives and animal nutrition products. Its substances are found 

in various everyday consumables, such as cosmetics and personal 

care products, detergents and cleaning agents, beverages, baked 

goods, candles, oils and animal feed. The portfolio also includes 

specialty chemicals for industrial applications, including 

pharmaceuticals, agrochemicals or the construction industry.  

 

The business unit operates production sites in five locations on three 

continents. The sites are “ISCC Plus” certified. Through the use of 

green electricity and sustainable raw materials, these sites will 

produce mass balance certified renewable alternatives for the entire 

product portfolio by the end of 2023, reflecting the business unit's 

strong commitment to sustainability.  

 

The business unit has around 750 employees and is part of 

LANXESS' Consumer Protection segment which generated sales of 

about EUR 2.4 billion in 2022. 

 

For more information, visit 
https://lanxess.com/en/Company/Corporate-Structure/Business-
Units/Flavors-and-Fragrances 
 

LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 8.1 billion in 

2022. The company currently has about 13,200 employees in 33 countries. The core 

business of LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical 

intermediates, additives and consumer protection products. LANXESS is listed in the 

leading sustainability indices Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and Europe) 

and FTSE4Good. 

 

https://lanxess.com/en/Company/Corporate-Structure/Business-Units/Flavors-and-Fragrances
https://lanxess.com/en/Company/Corporate-Structure/Business-Units/Flavors-and-Fragrances
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Forward-Looking Statements 

This company release contains certain forward-looking statements, including 

assumptions, opinions, expectations and views of the company or cited from third-party 

sources. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could cause 

the actual results, financial position, development or performance of LANXESS AG to 

differ materially from the estimations expressed or implied herein. LANXESS AG does 

not guarantee that the assumptions underlying such forward-looking statements are free 

from errors, nor does it accept any responsibility for the future accuracy of the opinions 

expressed in this presentation or the actual occurrence of the forecast developments. No 

representation or warranty (expressed or implied) is made as to, and no reliance should 

be placed on, any information, estimates, targets and opinions contained herein, and no 

liability whatsoever is accepted as to any errors, omissions or misstatements contained 

herein, and accordingly, no representative of LANXESS AG or any of its affiliated 

companies or any of such person’s officers, directors or employees accepts any liability 

whatsoever arising directly or indirectly from the use of this document. 

 

 

Information for editors:  

All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at 

http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other 

LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.de. 

 

You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry at 

http://lanxess.com/en/Media/Stories. 

 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube: 

http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS 

http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess 

http://www.youtube.com/lanxess 

 

https://lanxess.com/de-DE/Presse/Presseinformationen
http://fotos.lanxess.de/
https://lanxess.com/de-DE/Presse/Storys
http://www.twitter.com/lanxess_deu
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess

